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Speaker Kyle Johnson addresses UND students on Oct. 12.
The UND Student Senate  dis-
cussed a variety of future plans for 
UND at a meeting this past Sunday. 
One major topic was the ongoing 
UND Space Utilization Study. 
Laurie Betting, UND’s associ-
ate vice president for health and 
wellness, and Dave Chakraborty, 
UND’s associate vice president for 
facilities, updated the student sena-
tors on the progress of the study.
The main point of the study is 
to utilize campus space efficiently in 
order to create an exceptional UND 
facility for students’ use. That study 
is being combined with other stud-
ies including a classroom utilization 
study, a library study and a study on 
the UND School of Business and 
Public Administration to make a 
master plan.
The library section of the study 
is looking at implementing more 
group study spaces so students can 
work in groups without disturbing 
individual study. Food was said to 
be important for a productive study 
environment, so they are working 
on putting some sort of vendor in-
side the library as well, although no 
specific place was stated at the meet-
ing.
There are a few short-term proj-
ects that can be completed, but the 
master plan will not be finalized 
until after a new UND president is 
selected. 
“I think our campus is heading 
in the right direction,” Betting said.
One of the hardest parts of the 
master plan study is deciding which 
buildings to renovate, as there are 
insufficient funds to fix all of them. 
The process will help the researchers 
decide what exactly in most need of 
improvement.
Chakraborty said there is $6 
million in available funds for class-
room and space improvement. 
There are a total of 26 academic 
buildings on the UND campus, 
totaling two million square feet of 
space, and there is a grand total of 
6.5 million square feet of building 
space overall at the university. 
The university’s goal is to have 
100 classrooms improved by 2020, 
which equals out to be 20 class-
rooms a year, starting next year.
The Grand Forks County 
State’s Attorney Office announced 
last week that the assault alleged by 
Haaken Gisvold outside of Lamb-
da Chi Alpha fraternity at the end 
of August had been fabricated. 
“As a result of this compre-
hensive investigation, it was deter-
mined that Mr. Gisvold was not 
the victim of assaultive behavior 
or other victimization. Investiga-
tors were sensitive to any questions 
relating to sexual orientation, and 
did not find victimization in that 
regard,” the press release from the 
state’s attorney general’s office stat-
ed. 
According to the release, ap-
proximately 150 people who were 
near the fraternity the night of Aug. 
29 to the early morning of Aug. 30 
had been interviewed as part of 
the investigation, and the police’s 
findings were that no one had as-
saulted Gisvold outside of Lambda 
Chi Alpha as he had claimed. The 
only incidence of physical confron-
tation reported by witnesses was 
initiated by Gisvold.
The news release issued stated 
that there was no “derogatory or 
discriminatory action” taken by 
members of the Lambda Chi Alpha 
fraternity. 
The police investigation into 
the incident has been ongoing 
throughout September and into 
the beginning of October.  Lambda 
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The alleged incident outside of the Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity in late August was reported to be false last week.
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Liberty in North Korea, a non-
profit organization, held a meet-
ing Monday afternoon at UND. 
The meeting outlined the struggles 
North Korean people face as well 
as how Liberty in North Korea in-
tends to help alleviate these prob-
lems. 
The organization has provided 
assistance to more than 400 North 
Korean refugees during the 3,000-
mile journey to safety in America. 
It also provides assistance to help 
refugees overcome resettlement 
challenges once they have reached 
a new home. 
This is all provided by the or-
ganization with no condition or 
cost to the refugees. It also provides 
opportunities to North Koreans 
such as studying abroad, tutoring 
and providing career mentorship.
The event opened with a brief 
presentation describing the way 
the world views North Korea, 
saying the way media portrays 
North Korea leads the public to 
only see the regime in North Korea 
and not the people of North Korea. 
“This stops the ordinary North 
Korean from getting the help and 
support they need and deserve,” 
said Drake Reiland, a speaker, or 
“nomad,” with Liberty in North 
Korea. “The people of North Korea 
are ordinary people, just like you 
and me. The only difference is that 
they live under one of the most op-
pressive governments in the world 
today.”
The organization aims to rede-
fine the way the world sees North 
Korea, “so its people can get the in-
ternational support that they need,” 
The North Korean government 
is known to censor foreign media 
and ideas, telling its people that 
they are meant to corrupt them. 
Friday October 16, 20152|DATEBOOK/WEATHER
DATEBOOK
TODAY, OCTOBER 16, 2015
EVENT:  Start-up Weekend Grand Forks, 
begins Friday at 5:30 p.m. The Center for 
Innovation will host developers, designers, 
marketers, product managers, students 
and startup enthusiasts to share ideas, form 
teams, build products and launch a start-
up. Cost is $25 per student.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2015
EVENT:  Art Auction - 6:30 to 10:00 p.m. 
at the Hilton Garden Inn. Art Auction 
for law students, UND staff and faculty 
and legal professionals. Cost is $25 per 
person 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2015
CONCERT: Bards, Allegro, and Com-
munity Choir Concert - 3 to 5 p.m. at 
United Lutheran Church.  Tickets cost 
$7 for adults and $3 for students
CONCERT: Trio Solisti - 2 to 3 p.m. at the 
North Dakota Museum of Art. Trio Solisti 
is a critically acclaimed piano trio.
Tell us what is happening on campus 
Submit information via email to 
dakotastudentmedia@gmail.com 
or call 777-2678
Weather
REPORT
Friday
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SATURDAY
HIGH 52| LOW 32
SUNDAY
HIGH 61| LOW 43
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the copyright privilege for all 
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The Dakota Student 
is currently looking 
for an advertising 
representative and 
a features editor. 
Stop in to grab an 
application today!
University 
announces 
nickname 
instructions
Staff Report
The Dakota Student
UND sent out an email this 
week containing the link stu-
dents must use to vote in the 
upcoming nickname vote.  
Students need to keep the 
email with the link in order to 
participate in the voting pro-
cess.
The voting period begins 
on Monday, Oct. 19, at 8:00 
a.m. and closes on 11:59 p.m. 
on Friday, Oct. 23. In order to 
vote during this time, students 
must access the link in the 
email.  Students may only select 
one of the 5 potential nickname 
choices: Fighting Hawks, North 
Stars, Nodaks, Roughriders and 
Sundogs.
In the event no nickname 
reaches the 50 percent thresh-
old, there will be a run-off be-
tween the top two nicknames. 
Instructions will be released by 
UND in the future if this vote is 
necessary to determine the final 
choice.
UND staff, faculty, stu-
dents, retirees, alumni, donors 
and current season ticket hold-
ers are all eligible to vote for the 
new nickname.
Separate instructions will 
be sent out for other groups in-
volved in the nickname vote. 
The link contained in the 
email will not be operational 
until the voting time. If stu-
dents are experiencing technical 
difficulties, they are encouraged 
to call UND’s help line at (701) 
777-2731. 
According to UND’s web-
site, the voting process is being 
conducted by Qualtrics, an on-
line survey technology company 
with more than 7,000 custom-
ers in 75 counties. They con-
ducted a total of over one bil-
lion surveys in 2014.
Students are encouraged to 
monitor their student email ac-
counts for further updates.
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Laurie Betting, UND’s associate vice president of health and wellness, addressed the Student Senate 
regarding the ongoing Space Study Utilization study. 
All the buildings on campus 
are currently being analyzed, with 
attention to aesthetics, building 
functioning and energy efficiency. 
The researchers will be looking 
at new flooring, new paint and 
new heating and cooling systems, 
among other things. If the build-
ing is past a certain age, UND will 
decide if there is a need to remove 
asbestos or other related hazards.
The researchers looking at 
the amount of learning environ-
ments available to students. These 
are study spaces around campus, 
including the library and new 
Wilkerson Commons. Many stu-
dent senators agree that there is 
currently enough study space, but 
the researchers ultimately are try-
ing to find out the opinion of the 
student body as a whole.  
During their time to speak, the 
researchers stressed how they need-
ed engaged students to be involved 
in the choosing process so that 
they know what buildings need the 
most attention. 
The researchers are planning to 
implement a classroom polling sys-
tem. They are working on a short 
survey that will ask students about 
their favorite classrooms and which 
classrooms need improvement. 
There will be open forums for 
students to share their opinions 
Oct. 22 in Swanson Hall. Presen-
tations will be held at 11:30 a.m., 
1:30 p.m., and 4:30 p.m., but if 
students have extra time in be-
tween classes, the project team will 
be stationed there from 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m in Swanson Hall. 
The master plan draft report 
is projected to be completed by 
February 2016 and construction 
should start soon after.
Journey Gontjes a staff writer for 
The Dakota Student. She can 
be reached at journey.gontjes@
my.und.edu
Chi Alpha External Vice President 
Patrick Sewich described the negative 
pressure on the fraternity during the 
time of the investigation during an 
interview with The Dakota Student. 
    “It brought us down, we had count-
less talks about it,”  Sewich said. 
Sewich, who is a junior at UND, 
also described the difficulty of con-
stantly reading media reports that 
were framed negatively. 
“The hardest part for us was when 
we were sitting back and all the media 
was just hating on us, and there were 
just so many horrible articles coming 
out,” Sewich said. “It’s said that you’re 
innocent until proven guilty, but right 
now, it definitely feels like we’re guilty 
until we’re proven innocent.”
However, Sewich said members 
of the fraternity found support from 
members of the community during 
the investigation, despite some of the 
negative attention from the incident. 
“The media put it in a way where 
they were already saying we were 
guilty, but just all the support we 
got from the Greek community was 
amazing,” Sewich said. “The way the 
(Grand Forks) community reacted to 
us was definitely helpful.”
Lambda Chi Alpha was only 
allowed to conduct “limited opera-
tions” during a portion of the time 
the incident was under investigation. 
When a fraternity is under limited 
operations, it can not conduct many 
of the organization’s activities, includ-
ing official fraternity meetings, com-
munity activities and recruitment. 
The national chapter of Lambda 
Chi Alpha also conducted an inde-
pendent investigation into the inci-
dent in order to further evaluate the 
situation and determine when the 
fraternity should resume normal op-
erations. 
The UND Lambda Chi Alpha 
chapter has resumed operating in its 
normal capacity. They held a food 
drive two weeks ago, participated in 
rush week for fall recruitment and 
have other upcoming community 
and philanthropic events in the near 
future.
Sewich went on to describe the 
steps Lambda Chi Alpha takes to pre-
vent incidents such as this from hap-
pening and dealing with them if they 
happen to occur. 
“We aren’t scared of UPD (Uni-
versity Police Department),” Sewich 
said. “UPD is there to help us. When 
we saw an altercation we weren’t 
afraid to call the police,” referring 
to Lambda Chi Alpha President Joe 
Price calling the police the night of 
the incident in order to get the situa-
tion under control. 
Lambda Chi Alpha, like other 
fraternities on campus, have fraternity 
members act as sober monitors at the 
house in the evenings to supervise 
activities occurring at the house and 
provide rides home. The house also 
requires guests to sign in upon enter-
ing. Each fraternity has its own set of 
Recently, as more and more for-
eign media is smuggled into North 
Korea, the government has imple-
mented a crackdown on media, ar-
resting and punishing those who are 
found in possession of it. 
According to Liberty in North 
Korea, refugees send $10 to $15 
million back to friends and fam-
ily each year. Drake also described 
how the North Korean government 
is merciless when punishing dissent 
among its people, making it dif-
ficult for North Koreans to revolt 
against it.
Drake also said North Korean 
refugees face resettlement issues af-
ter completing a rescue journey, at-
tributing this to North Korea being 
behind technologically, socially and 
economically when compared to 
countries like South Korea and the 
United States. 
Liberty in North Korea provides 
educational, financial and career as-
sistance to allow for an refugees to 
become self sufficient. The presen-
tation closed by explaining ways 
that people could help the organiza-
tion and the North Korean people.
Liberty in North Korea has in-
ternship and job opportunities for 
those interested in becoming a part 
of the organization. The organiza-
tion also offers the opportunity to 
become a “nomad,” like Drake. This 
would entail traveling across North 
America to engage and educate 
communities and schools about the 
North Korean people and the work 
that Liberty in North Korea does. 
The organization also accepts 
donations, which go toward the var-
ious programs to provide assistance 
to North Korean refugees. 
It’s said that you’re 
innocent until 
proven guilty, but 
right now, it defi-
nitely feels like we’re 
guilty until we’re 
proven innocent
Patrick Sewich
VP of Lambda Alpha Chi
guidelines and policies to promote 
safety at events held at its locations.
This cooperative relationship be-
tween the police and the fraternity 
was reflected in the state’s attorney’s 
press release as well. 
“Said (fraternity) members were 
fully cooperative in the investigation 
of this matter, and members of that 
fraternity initiated contact with law 
enforcement on the morning of Au-
gust as a result of these activities which 
had taken place outside their house,” 
the release stated. 
The state’s attorney’s office also 
noted in the release that although 
the Grand Forks Police Department 
forwarded an affidavit alleging that 
Gisvold provided false information to 
police, Gisvold will not be prosecuted 
for the alleged offense. 
UND issued a campus-wide 
email on Oct. 14 echoing the find-
ings of the state’s attorney general. 
The university announced that it is 
waiting for the entire police report to 
be released so it can review the infor-
mation according to federal Title IX 
guidelines and the UND Code of 
Student Life.
Sean Cleary is the news editor for 
The Dakota Student. He can 
be reached at sean.d.cleary@
my.und.edu
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Elliot Golden is a staff writer for 
The Dakota Student. He can be 
reached at elliot.golden@my.und.
edu
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UND ranks tenth in the na-
tion for online bachelors degree 
in communication programs 
for the 2015-2016 school year, 
according to the website super-
scholar.org 
Super Scholar’s ranking of 
the best undergraduate com-
munication programs includes 
schools that are listed by the 
National Center for Educational 
Statistics or regionally accred-
ited. These top 50 schools were 
then evaluated for ranking based 
on their reputation, flexibility, 
accessibility, student satisfaction 
and affordability, according to a 
statement from UND.   
UND’s communication pro-
gram offers the degree, which 
consists of 125 credits for a 
Bachelor of Arts in communi-
cation. It is possible to com-
plete the program entirely on-
line.  
Degrees can be designed for 
a more personalized program by 
choosing from a variety of differ-
ent specialized areas, including 
journalism,  advertising, organi-
zational communication, public 
relations and media studies. 
UND ranked 32nd for best 
online communication degrees 
in the 2015-16 academic year 
by affordablecollegesonline.org. 
Its scoring metrics were based on 
online tuition rate, count of on-
line bachelor’s degrees available 
in field, student faculty ratio for 
undergraduate, 6-year gradu-
ation rate, percent of students 
receiving financial aid, academic 
and career counseling services, 
job placements for graduates, 
acceptance rate, loan default 
rate and AC Online Peer Based 
Value. 
Courses for UND’s online 
communication program are 
semester-based and cost $331.85 
a credit. The Communication 
Program also offers firsthand 
learning through opportunities 
for internships and independent 
projects.
Online UND 
communications
program ranks 
high nationally
Tony Watson is a staff writer for 
The Dakota Student. He can be 
reached at anthony.watson@
my.und.edu
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Have something you 
want to say to campus? 
Email letters to the 
editor to dakotastudent-
media@gmail.com
Tony Watson
The Dakota Student
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Want to help bring the news to UND? Stop by 
The Dakota Student’s office and pick up an ap-
plication today.
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Editorial Policy
Alex Bertsch     Editor-in-Chief
Sean Cleary      News Editor
The Dakota Student is dedicated to the free exchange of 
ideas. Opinion columns and letters to the editor will not 
be edited for content reasons, except in cases of criminal or 
civil liability. The Dakota Student reserves the right to edit 
or reject columns or letters for various reasons. The ideas ex-
pressed in columns and letters reflect the views of the writer 
and do not necessarily represent the opinion of the staff of 
the Dakota Student.
The Dakota Student encourages readers to express their 
opinions on the editorial pages. Letters to the editor are 
published based on merit, general interest, timeliness and 
content. All letters must be limited to 250 words.
> Letters may be mailed to 2901 University Ave. Stop 8385, 
Grand Forks, N.D. 58202-8385 or dropped off at room 8, 
Memorial Union.
> Letters must be typed and must include the author’s 
name, major or profession and telephone number.
> All letters will be edited to fit the allocated space. Writer 
may be limited to one letter per month.
DSVIEW
The Bakken
Nick Sallen      Opinion Editor
Las Vegas was buzzing with 
energy Tuesday as five presidential 
candidates engaged in a type of 
gambling you don’t see inside ca-
sinos. The Democratic debate was 
held at the Wynn Hotel, showcas-
ing Hillary Clinton, Bernie Sand-
ers, Martin O’Malley, Jim Webb 
and Lincoln Chafee. 
The candidates gambled with 
their words, carefully choosing 
what to say in hopes of persuad-
ing the audience and 15 million 
viewers at home. Each candidate’s 
goal is to become the presidential 
nominee of the Democratic Par-
ty. As of right now, there are five 
more debates scheduled for the 
candidates.
After February, the debates 
will stop and a winner will be 
announced as the Democratic 
nominee for the 2016 presidential 
election at some point thereafter. 
Since this is the first debate, I feel 
obligated to watch the debates and 
stay up to date on the facts. 
In my opinion, nobody hit the 
jackpot in this debate. Each can-
didate had good points and blun-
ders. I expect the polls will not 
change much after the debate.
Bernie is still popular with a 
majority of young voters, while 
Clinton is still in the lead. Vice 
President Joe Biden remains an 
enigma, while O’Malley, Webb 
and Chafee are long-shots to win 
the presidential nomination. 
What would each candi-
date speak eloquently on? What 
would each candidate stumble on? 
Would there be any misleading or 
false facts?
These are the questions I had 
in my head heading into the de-
bate. The following is my angle on 
the debate and what facts need to 
be checked.
Clinton started the debate 
describing herself as a progressive 
who likes to get things done. Later 
she went on to say that she knows 
how to find common ground with 
Republicans and stand her ground 
on certain issues.
In revising her earlier 
statement on the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership trade deal, Clinton 
claimed she “hoped” it would be a 
“gold standard.” In 2012, howev-
er, she said it was a gold standard. 
This raised questions about 
her integrity as a nominee when 
CNN anchor Anderson Cooper 
asked if she would say anything to 
get into office. Further question-
ing her integrity, Clinton switched 
her opinion on the Keystone XL 
pipeline recently when she voiced 
her opposition to constructing 
it. Before, she withheld an opin-
ion on the construction. She also 
didn’t comment on marijuana le-
galization, a topic of hot debate 
within the last couple of years.
Sanders has gained a lot of 
support from young voters. His 
view on social security and educa-
tion resonate with the middle and 
lower class.
In the debate, the democratic 
socialist said a political revolution 
would happen if he were president. 
Sanders reiterated a few times that 
when young voters go to the polls, 
Democrats win.
However, Sanders blundered 
on a couple foreign policy issues. 
Sanders claimed that African-
American youth unemployment 
was at 51 percent, but that figure 
pertains to underemployment. 
When talking about Putin, Sand-
ers said “Well, I think, um, Mr. 
Putin, uh, is going to regret, uh, 
what he is doing.” He also ad-
dressed the problems in Syria as 
“a quagmire within a quagmire.” 
Um. What does that even mean?
O’Malley was firm on gun 
control and he drew cheers from 
the crowd when he interrupted 
Clinton and Sanders, saying “It’s 
fine to talk about all of these 
things, and I’m glad we’re talking 
about all of these things, but I’ve 
actually done them”, referencing 
the movie theater massacre of Au-
rora, Colo. O’Malley went wrong 
when he would talk about the de-
bate and not his own positions on 
the issues at hand.
Webb had good points on 
national security. When asked 
about military force in Libya and 
whether Clinton should have seen 
Jim Webb, Bernie Sanders, Hillary Clinton, Martin O’Malley and Lincoln Chafee squared off on 
Tuesday Oct. 13 in Las Vegas, Nevada.       Photo courtesy of politifact.com
CNN’s Democratic debate 
Nick Sallen is the opinion editor for 
The Dakota Student. He can be 
reached at 
nicholas.sallen@my.und.edu
Nick Sallen
The Dakota Student
the attack in Benghazi coming, 
Webb pivoted to the role of Russia 
in Syria. Webb comfortably laid 
out “three strategic failings” in the 
Middle East. He listed his accom-
plishments, including five years 
at the Pentagon and his service in 
Vietnam.
He also spoke about China, 
calling the U.S. relationship with 
the country “the greatest strategic 
threat we have right now.” 
Each candidate was asked 
about who their greatest en-
emy was. Chafee said the coal 
lobby, Clinton said Republicans 
and Sanders said special interest 
groups. Webb, who served in the 
Marines, answered:, “I’d have to 
say the enemy soldier that threw 
the grenade that wounded me. 
But he’s not around right now 
to talk to,” flashing a wide grin 
as the audience started laughing. 
The laughter stopped, but Webb’s 
embarrassing response remains on 
record. 
Chafee started with a jab at 
Clinton when he said, “I’m very 
proud that over my almost 30 
years of public service, I have had 
no scandals. I’ve always been hon-
est, I have the courage to take the 
long-term view, and I’ve shown 
good judgement. I have high ethi-
cal standards.” He remained rela-
tively quiet throughout much of 
the debate. 
Sanders, Clinton and 
O’Malley took up most of the 
time. When Cooper asked about 
his 1999 vote to make banks big-
ger, Chafee said he didn’t know 
what he was doing. Chafee tried 
to justify his answer by saying “I’d 
just arrived, my dad had died in 
office, I was appointed to the of-
fice, I just arrived in Senate. I 
think you’re being a little rough.”
I’m interested in seeing what 
the candidates have to say in fu-
ture debates. With five debates 
left, the polls will change along 
with each candidate’s strategies. 
The next Democratic debate is 
Nov. 14.
The following excerpt is taken from an article that 
appeared in the Oct. 16, 1952 edition of The Billings 
County Pioneer.
“Late this summer, farmers in Walsh county re-
ported great numbers of large fish — all dead — along 
three miles of the bank of the Forest River; victims of 
insecticides.
“Water conditions were good, the river was clean 
and with good current running, turtles and frogs were 
active, but the fish were dead.”
Despite this article’s age, in North Dakota, we have 
still failed to realize how a reckless pursuit of profit can 
lead to our environment being negatively affected. And 
never has this been more apparent than with the boom 
in the Bakken and the environmental travesties that 
have occurred there in.
The state of oil drilling on the Bakken was recently 
profiled on “Last Week Tonight” with John Oliver, and 
the message wasn’t a good one. Oliver reported on the 
tumultuous state of oil drilling, and the way it has de-
stroyed the land with oil and chemical spills.
While this exposure of the problems — as well as the 
multiple reports that Oliver cited in his piece — should 
serve as a wake-up call to a problem that has gone too 
long without being fully addressed.
However, that has not seemed to be the response 
that has happened, with many saying that simply doesn’t 
understand how North Dakota works. Rob Port wrote 
on sayanthingblog.com that “If North Dakotans, who 
actually live here amid the oil and gas activity, saw things 
the way Oliver does then Democrat Ryan Taylor would 
be governor right now, and Democrats would likely con-
trol the state Legislature. But they don’t, because they do 
actually live here, and they aren’t seeing oil and gas activ-
ity in the state through the lens of the New York Times.”
This attitude, however, is very dangerous to the fu-
ture of our state. We have already seen this happen time 
and time again.
The North Dakota Department of Health has issued 
advisories for the consumption of fish from certain lakes 
and rivers in North Dakota because “these fish contain 
levels of mercury which may be harmful to certain seg-
ments of the population if they are eaten too often.”
These levels of mercury were caused by years of pol-
lution that ran off into our lakes and rivers, and it is 
because of this pollution that many large fish in the state 
of North Dakota can’t be eaten safely.
And now we see thousands of gallons of oil and salt 
water being spilled, and hundreds of acres of farmland 
being lost, with little to no accountability.
Now is not the time to stand idly by and claim that 
those who have problems with how we do things “just 
don’t understand how we do things,” instead of analyz-
ing what we do, and how we can fix it.
The pros and cons of each candidate’s answers throughout the night
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Faces and clicking cameras 
chattered on the edges of his ex-
hibit as always. 
Knut the polar bear, Germa-
ny’s favorite captive animal and 
the world’s symbol of conserva-
tion, stood in his enclosure. 
The morning poured empty 
sunlight over the concrete rails 
and against the backs of onlook-
ers filming while the bear began 
to spin in a slow, deliberate cir-
cle. 
He balanced on the rocks 
near the edge of a dark pool. 
Voices laughed and wondered 
what the bear was think-
ing. Most remained silent and 
snapped photos. 
Knut continued to spin, then 
drag a hind leg, looking as if he 
had lost control of his limbs or 
mind. He jaw began to snap. His 
head twitched in horrible direc-
tions. Finally, he stopped and 
faced the crowd, stretched his 
body toward the sky in a seizing 
mess, and slipped backward into 
the still waters of the pool. 
“Hilfe!” someone shouts. 
Children scream. Knut is gone. 
This was how the superstar 
product of the Berlin Zoo died 
— not with a whimper, but a 
muffled splash. 
To the zoo’s investors, it 
meant big change. 
By the time he had reached 
the age of 2, The New York 
Times reports, Knut had earned 
$8.6 million in ticket sales and 
merchandise — from “plush toy 
Knuts for nearly $30 and Knut 
baby videos for the same.” 
The zoo even registered 
“Knut” as an official legal trade-
mark. 
To Knut Krazies all over the 
world, it was heartbreak. 
Below the YouTube video of 
Knut’s official theme song, for 
example, some comments read 
today, “I’m crying so hard!!!!!!!!!!!! 
(sic)” and “R.I.P. KNUT BIT 
I LOVE YOU I HOPE YOU 
COME ALIVE AGAIN (sic).”
I should point out that the 
outlying comment: “This is 
crap” has three likes.
In reading through all 108 
articles in the New York Times 
archive for a class paper, I as-
sumed Knut’s death would be 
the last I’d hear of him. Perhaps 
on the 10th anniversary of his 
death, papers might care to men-
tion Knut in passing (likely cyni-
cally, in a recap of other “washed 
up” celebrity animals). 
But I was wrong. 
In April 2011, the Times 
published “For Mourners of 
Knut, a Stuffed Bear Just Won’t 
Do.” 
Following the pattern of 
most all of the news coverage 
Knut received, the paper didn’t 
report on the death for Ameri-
can audiences until a month 
after his death, when a familiar 
conflict could be drawn between 
“sides” of the story. 
On one end, the heartless 
zoo hoping to keep Knut’s re-
mains on display. On the other, 
the bleeding heart Knut fanatics 
demanding his burial, in what 
the Times reporter called “the 
battle over Knut’s remains.” 
Words like these sell grip-
ping images and get more clicks 
online. But they may not paint 
in the most honest picture. They 
do, no doubt, keep the story 
alive. 
And it just keeps coming. 
In January 2012, there’s 
more Knut news in the Times 
with the headline, “In Death as 
in Life, Knut the Polar Bear De-
mands Attention.” 
To kickoff the article, the re-
porter makes a valid observation: 
“Whether one bear needs three 
memorials in a single city is de-
batable.” But if you think sup-
porters wouldn’t raise $19,000 
to build a bronze statue called 
“Knut — The Dreamer,” then 
you haven’t realized that Knut 
was no mere bear.
Much like the great bears in 
the northern sky, Ursa Major 
and  Ursa Minor, Knut came to 
stand for something far greater 
than what he once was. 
The statue was actually con-
structed and it is still visited 
by visitors worldwide today. 
Whether such a donation would 
best be spent on actually con-
serving polar bears in the wild is 
Last spring, I made an effort 
to highlight and change an unjust 
obstacle every menstruating indi-
vidual faces: the mandatory pur-
chasing of sanitary menstruation 
products. 
The issue is not solely based 
off of the fact that menstruating 
individuals must spend copious 
amounts of money. “A year’s supply 
of tampons and pads costs upwards 
of $70 a year” according to a Jan. 
28, 2015, New York Times article 
on these products, but also the dis-
missal of these circumstances. 
This is just not an issue people 
take seriously. In fact, menstruat-
ing individuals are being penalized 
for a biological process for a profit 
falling into the category of the 
“pink tax.”
What did I do attempting to 
inspire change? 
First, I focused my competitive 
speaking efforts on the issue, taking 
a poetry program to two national 
tournaments. Because the national 
forensics speech and debate circuit 
is highly progressive and clued into 
the pressing issues on a local, na-
tional and global level, I was not 
surprised to find other competitors 
tackling the same topic in other 
categories.
also debateable. 
The zoo director, who once 
complained of all the “silly pres-
ents” Knut’s mourners left as his 
first memorial, seemed passion-
ate about supporting the statue. 
“For a human, you have to 
be dead for five years before 
you can have a street or a square 
named after you,” the Times 
reported him saying. “I think a 
year for an animal is reasonable.” 
What keeps the story alive, 
keeps the money flowing. That 
may be an unfair summary of the 
decision to build, but the next 
time Knut makes a Times head-
line, a European court ruled a 
British company could not “sell 
merchandise under the name 
‘Knut — Der Eisbar’” since it 
“was too similar to the registered 
trademark ‘Knud,’ which the 
zoo already (held).” 
To the very end, we’re re-
minded that money makes the 
industry through which we met 
Knut. Without it, I’d never have 
watched a 50-second video of 
a polar bear drowning in a de-
pressing stagnant pond in front 
of hundreds of mortified zoo-
goers 
But also, Knut’s last mention 
in the New York Times tells us, 
we’d lack a specific insight into 
one area of veterinary medicine. 
Just this summer in 2015, 
the Times told Americans of 
a study that showed the long-
awaited results of Knut’s up-
dated autopsy. It turns out, some 
researchers found, Knut “had an 
autoimmune disease that attacks 
the brain...and was thought to 
affect only humans.” 
Mourning Knut the polar bear’s death
Natasha Puetz
Contributor
One category offered a call to 
action that really hit home: leave 
extra tampons, pads, and panty 
liners in bathrooms for those who 
need them, for whatever reason. It 
isn’t fair that menstruating indi-
viduals are forced to purchase these 
products, especially when their pe-
riod has crept up on them and they 
are unprepared. 
Other products such as paper 
towels and toilet paper are readily 
provided in public restrooms; why 
should menstruation products be 
any different?
Coming back to UND after 
the tournament, my coach and 
I decided to follow in this com-
petitor’s example. My coach made 
envelopes with the facts about the 
pink tax and how menstruating in-
dividuals could fight it on the out-
side, and tampons, pads, and panty 
liners on the inside. 
I placed these envelopes in the 
women’s bathrooms in Merrifield. 
Imagine my surprise when I came 
back the next day to find them 
taken down.
Now, we could consider the 
possibility that all of the products 
were used up within a day and the 
envelope was simply discarded. 
But, also considering just how pre-
pared most menstruating individu-
als are for a sneak attack, it’s just 
not that likely. I am left to believe 
these were taken down to counter 
the statement that was being made. 
I have no proof. So, I’m choosing 
to start my campaign again.
If you are a menstruating indi-
vidual, you already know all about 
this. If you are not, take the time 
to educate yourself by researching 
for two minutes or simply talking 
to an individual who menstruates. 
Please note, this is not a pass 
to question anyone about their 
biological make-up. It is assumed 
you would ask someone you have 
a close relationship with and the 
entire conversation would be equal 
parts respectful, enlightening, and, 
most importantly, fun. 
Above all else, respect their 
choice to not disclose that infor-
mation about themselves and head 
over to Google. That’s the first part 
of your job. 
The second part of your job 
is simple: If you see an envelope 
in a bathroom on campus, (they 
should be around by the time you 
read this) take the time to read and 
possibly do your part by dropping 
a tampon or two. 
More importantly, use the 
products in the envelope! 
The idea is to create a commu-
nity of people who believe biologi-
cal functions should not be penal-
ized. Together, we can change the 
culture of the pink tax.
Billy Beaton is the video editor for 
The Dakota Student. He can be 
reached at 
william.beaton@my.und.edu
Fighting the pink tax with free tampons
Billy Beaton
The Dakota Student
It isn’t fair that 
menstruating 
individuals are 
forced to purchase 
these products...
Natasha Puetz
contributor Natasha Puetze can be reached at 
natashapuetz@gmail.com
Knut the polar bear swimming inside the Berlin Zoo as a couple teenagers pass by.   
                     Comic by Bill Rerick/ The Dakota Student
Much like the great 
bears of the northern 
sky, Ursa Major and 
Ursa Minor, Knut 
came to stand for 
something far greater 
than what he once 
was.
Billy Beaton
video editor
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Images of Domestic Violence
Originally from Australia 
and having formerly taught at 
the University of Southern Aus-
tralia, Grant Tomkinson took a 
position at UND this summer 
as an associate professor in the 
Kinesiology and Public Health 
Department. 
Tomkinson is an internation-
Australian professor settles in at UND
al health and fitness scholar, and 
has spent the last two decades 
researching the health benefits 
of exercise and children’s weight 
changes. 
Tomkinson was a first-time 
visitor to Grand Forks when 
he came in August to begin his 
work, and said his research at 
UND will focus on the improve-
ment of health among children 
in the area.
His research started in the 
mid ‘90s around the time that he 
and his wife were expecting their 
first child. The birth of his son 
was something that sparked his 
interest on the topic of exercise 
and healthy living. 
“My wife and I had our first 
child while the Sydney Olympics 
were going on in 2000 and after 
he was born I began to wonder 
how I could give my son the 
healthiest start to his life.” Tom-
kinson said.
Tomkinson’s position at 
UND entails three parts: teach-
ing, research and service. He 
currently teaches classes in ar-
eas such as prescriptions, health 
and, exercise benefits and sta-
tistics, and his research mainly 
focuses on health and exercise 
science. 
His goals within the service 
aspect are to improve the com-
munity’s understanding of Ki-
nesiology and the benefits of 
exercise. 
Weight changes and health 
benefits among children is not 
the only part of his research 
however, as he has also spent 
Hannah Amundson
The Dakota Student
TOMKINSON: page 8
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AFFORDABLE HEALTH, LIFE & DENTAL INSURANCE
SERVE YOUR COMMUNITY, STATE & COUNTRY
The National Guard can help make your college 
degree a reality. Serve your Community, State & 
Country, get valuable skills training, affordable health, 
life & dental insurance, and graduate debt free!
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SFC Adam Helgeson: 701-317-6399
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GAMEREVIEW
“Knights of Pen & Paper”
This weekend, I sat down at 
my computer to waste another 
few hours of my life playing 
video games. The video game in 
question is “Knights of Pen and 
Paper,” a turn-based roleplaying 
game about a group of people 
playing a comedic tabletop role 
playing game.
The average lifespan for an 
American Male is roughly 78.7 
years, which is about 689,412 
hours. I spent a little more than 
10 hours with “Knights of Pen 
and Paper,” which is about 
0.00145 percent of my life, and 
after putting that into perspec-
tive, I still intend to play more.
The game is presented in a 
lovely pixelated style the is just 
that right balance between sim-
plistic and artistic to be very ap-
pealing for a long time. In the 
center of the screen you can see 
your party seated at the table of 
your dungeon master, while in 
the background, you get a visual 
representation of what is hap-
pening in the party’s adventure.
The graphical style never re-
ally wears on you, as it presents 
itself in a way that is very car-
toony and well designed style. 
However, it doesn’t exactly stand 
out. It’s not even that the visual 
style is boring, just that it never 
had a moment where I had to 
pause and take in how good it 
looked.
As far as the writing goes, it 
is serviceably funny. I found my-
self ignoring it most of the time, 
as it never truly got me hooked. 
The stories loose narrative that 
lacks a major focus didn’t help 
keep me transfixed in the writ-
ing either, as I often forgot why 
I was doing anything in the 
quests at all. And when I was 
paying attention, the jokes just 
didn’t land as well as I expected 
them to. From time to time, they 
solicited a chuckle, but for the 
most part they made me remem-
ber why I didn’t care.
Similarly, the gameplay is 
serviceable as well. The basics of 
the turn-based combat are sim-
ple enough, but allow for a sat-
Photo courtesy of University of South Australia
Dr. Tomkinson gives a speech at the University of South Australia.
isfying depth if you are willing 
to think a little harder. However, 
I still couldn’t see the combat as 
being anything spectacular, or 
anything that was worth stick-
ing around for. I was employing 
some strategy, but more often 
than not that strategy was the 
same for almost every encounter 
I had.
And so that leaves me won-
dering why exactly I was willing 
to waste 0.00145 percent of my 
existence on this Earth playing 
this game rather than connect-
ing with my friends or family, or 
working to accomplish my life 
goals. The reason as far as I can 
tell is that the game is just fun.
Despite none of the sys-
tems being spectacular in and 
of themselves, they combine to 
make a whole experience that is 
able to make me isolate myself 
as I spend an ever increasing pe-
riod of my life slowly utilizing 
turn-based combat to defeat the 
goblin hordes. That is why I give 
this game a four out of five.
Photo courtesy of paradoxplaza.com
The heroes begin their journey in Default Village.
Alex Bertsch
The Dakota Student
“Knights of Pen & Paper” eats away at my life
Alex Bertsch is the editor-in-chief 
for The Dakota Student. 
He can be reached at 
alexander.j.bertsch@my.und.edu
Hannah Amundson is a features 
writer for The Dakota Student. She 
can be reached at 
hannah.amundson@my.und.edu
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some time researching men and 
women in the military. Specifi-
cally, their size and physical fit-
ness. 
“Every few years my focus 
seems to change, so it’s difficult 
for me to know where my re-
search will go long-term”, Tom-
kinson said, “however I do plan 
on continuing it for atleast the 
next 5 years.”
Dr. Tomkinson is also the 
Chairman of Active Healthy Kids 
Australia and is involved with Active 
Healthy Kids Global. He believes his 
research will continue to strive here 
at UND as it has for the last 20 years 
and is excited for what the future 
holds.
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COST:  $7.00 for 50 words or less per issue.
DEADLINE:  Classifi eds for Tuesday’s paper are due 
on Friday at noon. Classifi eds for Friday’s paper are 
due Wednesday at noon.
FORMAT:  No classifi ed ads will be taken over the 
phone. They can be dropped off at room 8 in the base-
ment of the Memorial Union.
PAYMENT:  Payment must be paid in full with cash, 
check or mailed with payment before a classifi ed will 
run. Contact the Dakota Student offi ce at 701-777-
2678 with questions.
HOW TO PLACE A CLASSI-
FIED ADVERTISEMENT
Call IMM for details
701-746-9551
Red River Valley Gymnas-
tics and Cheer program offer 
a variety of classes for all ages. 
If you love the sport, teaching 
new skills and are willing to be 
trained. Apply for a position 
within our TEAM right now!
The Grand Forks Park Dis-
trict is currently taking appli-
cations for golf course main-
tenance, park workers and 
maintenance workers at Choice 
Health & Fitness.  For more in-
formation or to apply online go 
to gfpark.org or you may apply 
in person at the Grand Forks 
Park District Office at 1060 
47th Ave South, located in the 
ICON Sports Center.
 
Local moving and storage 
company looking for friendly, 
hard working people.  flexible 
scheduling with pay of up to 
$16/hour - stop by 4700 De-
Mers Ave for an application. 
Must have valid drivers license.
University Station Deli is 
hiring part-time Deli worker 
Day and evening shifts available.
Can apply online at www.
universitystation.net or in the 
store at 1300 Ralph Engelstad 
Arena Dr.
Level 10 and O’Really’s are 
now hiring Bartenders, Serv-
ers and Security Personnel. Ap-
ply in person at 10 N 3rd St, 
Downtown Grand Forks. Flex-
ible Hours, Employee Discount, 
EOE.
 
Brick & Barley is now hiring 
Servers and Bartenders as well as 
Kitchen Crew. Apply in person 
at 9 N 3rd St, Downtown Grand 
Forks. Flexible Hours, Employee 
Discount, EOE.
Looking to make some 
dough?  Literally! Spicy Pie is 
now hiring ALL positions.  Fun 
and flexible job to work with 
you student schedule with pay 
starting at $12/hour plus tips. 
Pick up an application in store 
or apply online at:
Pizzagrindersbeer.com/em-
ployment
Dogmahal Doghaus brings big bites
Everyone is fairly familiar 
with hot dogs. 
You have the dog, the bun, 
nothing too complex, right? Well 
that’s what I innocently thought 
too before I visited Dogmahal 
Doghaus on North Washington 
Street last Monday. 
Based on my experience, I 
can vouch that the greatness is 
in the name. This place can truly 
be deemed the Taj Mahal of hot 
dog establishments. 
From the second I opened 
the door, I could tell this restau-
rant was bursting with a unique 
personality. There is a vast va-
riety of music posters, movie 
memorabilia, vinyl records, 
comic books and pop culture art 
flooding the walls. I didn’t take 
a second glance before I could 
already tell this was my kind of 
place.
I was instantly greeted by the 
friendly and welcoming own-
ers of the store, Jeremy Swisher 
and Annie Bruduig. When I told 
them my mission, they pointed 
me in the direction of the menu. 
Looking at the dog descriptions, 
I couldn’t believe what I was 
reading.
These are not your average 
hot dogs, I thought. Siracha, 
tater stick and kraut dogs, hot 
dogs with marinara and moz-
zarella, hot dogs with mac ‘n’ 
cheese and baked beans? This 
place doesn’t mess around.
When it came down to se-
lecting a hot dog from the menu, 
I quickly found myself getting 
transfixed by the number of op-
tions. There were so many entic-
ing and unique selections of hot 
dogs, I had to ask the owner for 
a recommendation so I could 
make up my mind. 
He suggested the Ches-
ter Fester dog, which is a hot 
dog layered with gooey mac 
‘n’ cheese, chili and a heap of 
crunchy Cheetos. I had never 
tasted such a complex flavor 
mixture on a hot dog.
I sat down in a booth to 
indulge in my monstrous dog. 
However, I quickly realized I 
would not be able to pick this 
hot dog up with my hands, so 
I grabbed a knife and fork and 
began to eat. 
This was the first time I had 
ever needed utensils to eat a hot 
dog, but that was alright with 
me.
Upon the first bite, I was de-
lighted by the flavors. This hot 
dog tasted like a beautiful cre-
ation of junk food geniusness. 
The gooey mac ‘n’ cheese was 
warm and delicious and the chili 
added a whole extra element of 
meaty flavor. 
However, I think it was the 
crushed Cheetos that were added 
on top of the dog that made the 
meal. The overall blend of hot 
dog, gooey cheese and crunchy 
Cheetos was perfect for my hun-
gry taste buds. 
The only bad part about my 
meal was when I finished my 
dog because I was left craving 
for another.
Along with the delicious 
dogs, what I think really makes 
this place great is the fact that 
it is connected to a record store 
called Ojata Records. 
The music and comic themed 
environment makes Dogmahal a 
great place to sit down, relax and 
enjoy a hot dog you probably 
won’t find anywhere else. This 
is a place you’ll want to stay for 
awhile, especially when the own-
er invites you to put on a vinyl 
record of your choice.
Students should definitely 
give the Dogmahal Doghaus a 
try, especially since they offer 
student a 15 percent discount 
when you show your student ID.
Students can find more in-
formation about Dogmahal and 
Ojata Records on their Facebook 
page. http://www.facebook.
com/OjataRecords
Photo courtesy of Grand Forks Gourmet
The Dog’Mahal Doghaus cart on North Washington Street.
Amanda Hefner is a features writer 
for The Dakota Student. She can 
be reached at 
amanda.hefner@my.und.edu
Amanda Hefner
The Dakota Student
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“Dog’Mahal Doghaus”
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UND volleyball beats down Bison
Behind dominant performances of McKenzie Hart and Courtney Place, UND moves to 16-7 on the season
Adam Gunderman
The Dakota Student
Photo by Nick Nelson/The Dakota Student
UND defensive specialist Laruen Clarke hits the ball during UND’s win against NDSU.
The UND volleyball team 
looked to avenge its 3-1 loss in 
Fargo last year and did just that 
by sweeping the Bison 3-0.
The Betty Engelstad Sioux 
Center was rocking Tuesday 
night with an almost full capac-
ity crowd, with half being stu-
dents. As always, the fans got 
pumped up for a match against 
rival NDSU.
The Green and White took 
the first set 25-21 after trading 
scores with the Bison through 
most of the set. After a long 
rally between the teams, UND 
got the point to make it 13-14, 
which sparked their comeback. 
Sophomore Faith Dooley took 
over the game toward the end of 
the set, scoring on three of five 
attempts.
The second set started and 
ended like the first, with the two 
teams trading points for most of 
the set, with UND finally pull-
ing away toward the end for a 
25-21 victory. 
NDSU almost came back 
after tying the game at 12-
12 on a 5-1 run, but fell just 
short of taking over the set.
After starting on a 3-0 run in 
the third set, UND then gave up 
four straight points to NDSU. It 
was back and forth once again 
until UND took its biggest lead 
of the day, 20-14. The final score 
was 25-19.
When at home, the volley-
ball team does very well. The 
Green and White are now 6-0 
while playing in Grand Forks 
this season. The team feeds off 
the energy but members did not 
want to let it go to their heads. 
“The biggest challenge will 
be living in the moment,” senior 
defensive specialist McKenzie 
Hart said. “Staying in the mo-
ment and not having the outside 
get too big for us.” 
The game was definitely not 
too big for Hart, as the NCAA 
digs per set leader added 28 digs 
in three sets. She was key in the 
victory, providing excellent de-
fense and setting the tone for the 
rest of her teammates.
Freshman Courtney Place 
earned her eighth double-double 
of the season. Place played at a 
high level, finishing with 12 kills 
and 14 digs. Making this even 
more impressive is that nobody 
was sure if she could play be-
cause of a foot injury. 
At 16-7, UND looks to con-
tinue its successful season on the 
road at Big Sky Conference foe 
Portland State. They will not 
have another home game until 
Oct. 29.
Adam Gunderman is a sports 
writer for The Dakota Student. He 
can be reached at adam.gunder-
man@my.und.edu
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Bring on Bemidji State
Women’s hockey team brings in an undefeated record into series against the Beavers
Allyson Bento
The Dakota Student
For the first time in the pro-
gram’s history, the UND wom-
en’s hockey team has started the 
season 4-0-0.
As the team heads into the 
weekend undefeated, the Green 
Allyson Bento
The Dakota Student
File Photo by The Dakota Student
UND forward Meghan Dufault skates down the ice during a game last season.
and White look toward extend-
ing their four-game win streak 
against Bemidji State, who is 
currently on a four-game win 
streak as well.  
Going into the season with a 
group of players that are visibly 
like family to one another, you 
would not expect anything less 
than successful outcomes. The 
veterans are stepping up and 
proving to be leaders, while the 
freshmen are adjusting to col-
lege life and the new pace of the 
game.  
“It speaks to our leadership 
team and understanding these 
games are big,” UND coach 
Brian Idalski said. “These are 
the games that have cost us 
down the stretch in previous sea-
sons. With a team that is mak-
ing history, there is always room 
for improvement. We’re creating 
opportunities and doing some 
good things, I think we need to 
dial it in. We need to — identi-
ty-wise — be prettier and tough-
er in high traffic areas. We need 
some more dirty goals.” 
As the season progresses and 
the games become more difficult 
as teams settle into their rou-
tines, the UND squad has a lot 
to look forward to. 
“There is a lot of room for 
improvement. We are not bad,” 
Idalski said. “We have room to 
grow that’s a huge positive as 
long as we’re learning these les-
sons as to why we’re winning 
these games. It is the best of 
both worlds.” 
After sweeping Minnesota 
State last weekend, the women’s 
team was unable to crawl up the 
USA Today/USA Hockey Maga-
zine Women’s College Hockey 
poll but rather solidified its No. 
6 spot. Minnesota remained 
unscathed in the polls holding 
tight to the No. 1 ranking. 
UND players also make an 
impact outside of the college 
game. This week it was revealed 
captain Halli Krzyzaniak was se-
lected to represent her nation, 
Canada, in the 2015 Four Na-
tions Cup. 
This will be the third time 
that the captain represents Can-
ada on a national team, as she 
played in the 2014 Four Nations 
cup and the 2015 IIHF Wom-
en’s World Championship where 
Canada took home Silver, falling 
only to Team USA. 
With a spotless record so far, 
the lethal combination of senior 
Shelby Amsley-Benzie and ju-
nior Lexi Shaw is also proving 
positive. The dynamic duo will 
tag team the series, allowing 
Amsley-Benzie to rest and adjust 
after her surgery last year. They 
both remain 2-0-0 on the season. 
The Green and White takes 
on Bemidji State this weekend 
in a home-and-home series. 
Friday’s game will be played at 
the Sanford Center in Bemidji, 
while Saturday’s game is held 
at the Ralph Engelstad Arena. 
Saturday will also mark the first 
time the women’s team will play 
in front of the UND faithful. 
Both games are set to begin at 
2:07 p.m. 
Allyson Bento is a sports editor for 
The Dakota Student. She can be 
reached at allysonmarie.bento@
my.und.edu
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We need feature writers. 
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Union and apply today.
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friday October 16, 2015
Schedule
FOOTBALL
UND VS. WEBER STATE
7 p.m. 10/17 UTAH
M HOCKEY
UND VS BEMIDJI STATE
707 p.m. 10/17 UND
W HOCKEY
UND VS BEMIDJI STATE
207 p.m. 10/17 UND
SOCCER
UND VS PSU
3 p.m. 10/16 PSU
Local captain skating to be the best
Gage Ausmus leads a group of promising youngersters into the season
Jack Harvey
The Dakota Student
It’s been a fairly hot start for 
the UND men’s hockey team as 
it begins the quest for the eighth 
banner.
Despite coming away with 
a win and a draw from the Ice 
Breaker Tournament, the Green 
and White brought home the 
first place trophy — the first in 
the program’s history.
“It’s a good feeling,”  captain 
Gage Ausmus said. “Good to get 
the first few games out of the 
way, got positive feelings to start 
the season.” 
Ausmus is already show-
ing his worth as captain of the 
Green and White. Through two 
games, Ausmus has one assist, 
three blocked shots and leads the 
team at +4 in plus/minus. 
The junior from East Grand 
Forks looks forward to being the 
captain of the hometown team, 
though he never expected it.
“To be honest, my goals 
weren’t that high. I had always 
dreamed of playing for the 
Sioux so to accomplish that 
and to be named cap-
tain is great,” Aus-
mus said. “I found 
out in late June. I 
was working at a 
hockey camp in 
St. Cloud and 
got the call 
from coach Brad Berry. It was a 
great moment.”
Being the captain, Ausmus 
is expected to show underclass-
men the ropes of what it takes 
to play for the Green and White. 
It seems as though Ausmus has 
done a good job with the fresh-
man class thus far as he is pro-
viding a spark to the team as 
freshmen players Shane Gersich 
and Chris Wilkie notched their 
first career goals last weekend. 
But if you ask Ausmus, the 
freshmen’s production comes as 
no surprise. 
“It’s what is expected of 
them,” Ausmus said. “People 
were worried about last year los-
ing a good group of guys and 
with these young guys coming 
in. Here, you’re expected to be 
ready to play and to contribute.”
Along with a new group of 
freshmen coming in, there is also 
a new coach leading the charge 
for the team. 
Over the summer, Berry was 
named UND’s next coach after 
Dave Hakstol left for Philadel-
phia to coach the Flyers.
After nine seasons as UND’s 
assistant coach, the difference 
between Berry and Hakstol isn’t 
night and day.
“He’s positive. If he sees 
We want to be the 
best. We want to be 
the best in the Fro-
zen Faceo  for the 
NCHC and we want 
to be the best at the 
Frozen Four. We 
want to meet those 
expectations that 
come with playing 
for UND.
Gage Ausmus
UND captain defensemen
something you do something 
right in practice, he’ll let you 
know,”  Ausmus said. “But at the 
same time he’s very intense. Just 
as much as Hakstol.”
Ausmus and Berry look to be 
part of something great at UND, 
as the bar is set for one of the 
most successful college hockey 
programs. 
“We would love to win the 
NCHC, both regular season and 
playoff,” Ausmus said. “We want 
to be the best. We want to be the 
best in the Frozen Faceoff for the 
NCHC, and we want to be the 
best at the Frozen Four. We want 
to meet those expectations that 
come with playing for UND.”
UND will continue the sea-
son with a home-and-home se-
ries against former WCHA ri-
vals Bemidji State. The Beavers 
will host Friday while the Ralph 
will be rocking on Saturday for 
the first regular season game of 
the campaign.
For UND and its 
captain, there’s no 
different prepara-
tion for these 
games. Noth-
ing is differ-
ent except 
for amount of 
games at 
each ven-
ue.
“We’re prepping for a road 
series now. We want to go in 
there and play smart and hard,” 
Ausmus said. “Then at home 
we’ll play just like it’s another 
home series.” 
Ausmus and the rest of the 
Green and White start their first 
home game at 7 p.m. this Sat-
urday in the Ralph Engelstad 
Arena.
Jack Harvey is a sports writer for 
The Dakota Student. He can be 
reached at jack.harvey@my.und.
edu
